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School budget looking bright
Board to look into giving staff first real pay raises in years
BY PAT FITZGERALD
Record Editor

Coming into the fiscal
2015 budget, Greene County
Schools may be in the best financial shape in years.
Staff even could be rewarded with a true 5-percent pay
raise, School Superintendent
Andrea Whitmarsh suggested

to the board during her budget presentation last Wednesday night.
Increasing enrollment and a
lower Composite Index of Local Ability to Pay should give
Greene County Schools more
money from the state, and
less-than-expected sequestration cuts will help bring in
more federal revenue as well,

Whitmarsh said.
Based on a “conservative
estimate,” Whitmarsh expects Greene County Schools
to receive $2 million more in
revenue from the state in fiscal 2015, which begins July
1. The district could receive
$17,537,018 in the next fiscal year, compared with
$15,503,804 in state revenues

it received in the current budget year.
Those figures were based on
the budget former Gov. Bob
McDonnell issued last month.
Virginia inaugurated Terry
McAuliffe as governor on Saturday, and the Democrat’s
budget is expected to differ
from his Republican predecessor.

DISTRICT OFFERS THANKS TO EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

“It’s always a moving target at this stage of the game,”
Whitmarsh said.
Greene County Schools also
have received $13,628,605
from the county each of
the past two years. In fiscal
2012 the schools received
$11,730,653, but much of that

See BUDGET, Page A9

Art Guild
aims to
expand
influence
BY ALEX CARRIER

Record Correspondent

Classes were out Friday due
to icy road conditions.

Art is a prism that shatters the
light of imagination into endless forms of expression. For this
to happen, artists and those who
love art, must be encouraged and
supported.
The Art Guild of Greene works
to discover new artists and art, to
showcase their work and to provide ways to develop the love of
art in everyone.
Last Sunday, members of the
Art Guild of Greene County and
the public gathered in the parish
hall of Grace Episcopal Church in
Stanardsville for the Guild’s annual meeting. Several dozen people
attended – all with an interest in
supporting and promoting the
arts and artists in Greene County.
Music by Guild member and
retired Greene teacher Tom Evans created entertainment and
a soundtrack to the excited chatter of attendees talking about the
future of the Art Guild as they enjoyed refreshments.
Though the major focus of the
meeting was taking care of annual
work and highlighting upcoming events, Guild President Ann
Dye first spoke about how far the
group has come in the last year.
“First I want to recognize the
number of people who got us started on the right foot and helped us
organize all our events; they illustrate the heart and soul of the Art
Guild of Greene,” said Dye. “And I
just want to mention that the Stanardsville Town Council has been
extraordinarily helpful. We have
had tremendous support from the
Town Council.
“I want you to know that Lillian Baird was our first president
and it was her vision that started
the group,” Dye acknowledged.
“She has always had a love for the
county, for Stanardsville so that
first year she was a leader and

See THREATS, Page A9
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Greene County School Board Chairman Sharon Mack and School Superintendent Andrea Whitmarsh handed out certificates of recognition last
Wednesday night to several Greene County emergency personnel for help during the November bomb threats. They were also called back into
action in the past week as three more threats were made to William Monroe High School. Those honored were the Stanardsville, Dyke and Ruckersville volunteer fire departments, Greene County Emergency Medical Services, Greene County Office of Emergency Services and the Greene
County Rescue Squad.

Arrest is made in bomb threats;
officials hope disruptions are over
BY PAT FITZGERALD
Record Editor

With the arrest of a suspect
in a string of bomb threats
made at William Monroe
Middle School and William
Monroe High School, school
and law enforcement officials are hoping to put the
disruptions behind them.
After three days of interruptions in the past week
due to a bomb threat found
at William Monroe High
School, the Greene County
Sheriff’s Office announced
the arrest Monday evening
of a juvenile suspected of
the crimes.
The person was charged
with three counts of threatening to bomb or destroy
a school. Those are felony
counts, according to Virginia
statutes. However, if the person is under 15 years of age,
it’s only a misdemeanor.
Sheriff Steve Smith on
Tuesday afternoon would
not reveal the age of the suspect, citing the ongoing in-

Public Safety Foundation of Greene County President Carl Schmitt (center) speaks after Greene County
School Board President Sharon Mack and School Superintendent Andrea Whitmarsh handed out certificates
of appreciation to Greene County Sheriff Steve Smith, as well as Deputy Michael Martin and Program Manager Steve Keene last Wednesday evening at William Monroe Middle School.

vestigation.
Greene County Schools
have been the victim of six
bomb threats in Novem-

ber and over the past week.
Threats were made last
Wednesday and Thursday
and Monday of this week.
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